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Response to Request for Continued Examination 

1. This action is responsive to the communication filed on December 
08,2005. Claims 1-3,17-20,22 and 26 have been amended. Claim 24 has been 
canceled. Claims 1-23 and 25-27 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1,4-8,14-16,17,19,22-23 and 25-27 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hughes (U.S. Patent Number 
6,854,009) hereinafter referred as Hughes and further in view of Kumar (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,965,929) hereinafter referred as Kumar. 

Hughes teaches the invention substantially as claimed including 
dynamically configures a suite of applications on the client without running the 
standard installation programs (See abstract). 

As to claims 1 , Hughes teaches a method for the automatic configuration 
of a bi-directional Internet protocol communication device, comprising providing a 
bi-directional IP device having a unique device identifier, associating the device 
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identifier with a user identifier for a unique user of the IP communication device, 
and providing the IP device to the unique user (abstract; fig 14; Column 4, lines 
12-25; Column 23, lines 43-67). 

Providing the device identifier and the user identifier to an internet service 
provider (abstract) 

Generating a configuration table listing device identifiers, their associated 
users and each user's basic configuration details and storing the configuration 
table in a server (Figs 10a-10G; Fig 14; abstract; Column 23, line 22 to Column 
24, line 50); 

Connecting the IP communication device to a network at a user site 
(abstract); 

Broadcasting a request for basic configuration details for the IP device to 
the server over the network, where said request contains unique device ID 
identifying the user's basic configuration details in the configuration table from 
the device identifier, and transmitting the configuration details to the user site 
device (Column 2, lines 2-65). 

Receiving the configuration details from the server and configuring said IP 
device with said basic configuration details (abstract; Column 23, lines 43-67). 

Hughes does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation of configuration 
details including an IP address. 

However, Kumar teaches the claimed limitation of configuration details 
including an IP address (Column 2, lines 12-23, 60-67). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Hughes by adding IP address with configuration details, 
which will distinguish each device's identity, location and activities from other 
devices. One would be motivated to do so to enhance the system's 
communication. 

Claims 17,19,22 and 26 do not teach or define any new limitation other 
than above claim 1 and therefore are rejected for similar reasons. 

As to claim 4, Hughes teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
transmitting a configuration request for additional configuration details (Column 2, 
lines 2-65). 

As to claim 5, Hughes teaches the method of claim 4, further comprising 
receiving said additional configuration details specific to said unique user 
(Column 2, lines 2-65). 

As to claim 6, Hughes teaches the method of claim 5, further comprising 
configuring said bi-directional IP communication device with said additional 
configuration details (Column 4, lines 12-25; Column 23, lines 43-67). 

As to claim 7, Hughes teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising, 
before said broadcasting step, the steps of: 

connecting said bi-directional IP communication device to an analog 
telephone line (Fig. 5); and 

powering said bi-directional IP communication device on (Fig. 5). 
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As to claim 8, Hughes teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising, 
before said broadcasting step, the step of automatically detecting a DSL 
communication circuit (Column 4, lines 39-65). 

As to claim 14, Hughes teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
broadcasting and receiving steps occur automatically without any communication 
between said bi-directional IP communication device and a client computer 
coupled to said bi-directional IP communication device (abstract; fig 14; Column 
4, lines 12-30; Column 23, lines 43-67). 

As to claim 15, Hughes teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising, 
prior to said configuring step, the steps of: 

assigning said unique bi-directional IP communication device identifier to 
said bi-directional IP communication device (abstract; fig 14; Column 4, lines 12- 
30; Column 23, lines 43-67); and 

associating said unique bi-directional IP communication device identifier 
with said unique user (abstract; fig 14; Column 4, lines 12-30; Column 23, lines 
43-67). 

As to claim 16, Hughes teaches the method of claim 15, further 
comprising generating a configuration table listing bi-directional IP 
communication device identifiers and associated users (Column 2, lines 54-65). 

As to claim 23, Hughes teaches the method of claim 22, wherein a 
configuration table listing device identifiers, their associated users, and each 
user's basic configuration is stored in the server (Column 2, lines 54-65). 
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As to claims 25 and 27, Hughes teaches a method comprising before said 
broadcasting step, the step of automatically detecting a dial-tone for the internet 
protocol (Column 1 1 , lines 55-65). 

3. Claim 2-3,9-13,18 and 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Hughes and Kumar as applied above, and further in view of 
Suzuki (U.S. Patent Number 6,529,479) hereinafter referred as Suzuki. 

As to claim 2,18 and 20 Hughes and Kumar teach the method of claim 
1,17 and 19 respectively. 

Hughes and Kumar do not explicitly teach the claimed limitation of 
Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol (DHCP) server. 

However, Suzuki teaches the claimed limitation of Dynamic Host 
Configuration Protocol (DHCP) server (Column 3, lines 5-19). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Hughes and Kumar by adding Dynamic Host 
Configuration Protocol (DHCP) server, which will provide dynamic IP addressing 
functionality. One would be motivated to do so to enhance the system's 
communication. 

As to claim 3, Suzuki teaches the method of claim 2, wherein said 
receiving comprises obtaining said IP address from said DHCP server (Column 
3, lines 5-19). 
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As to claim 9, Hughes and Kumar teach the method of claim 1 . 

Hughes and Kumar do not explicitly teach the claimed limitation of 
Permanent Virtual Circuit (PVC). 

However, Suzuki teaches the claimed limitation of Permanent Virtual 
Circuit (PVC) (abstract, Column 3, lines 41-47). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Hughes and Kumar by adding Permanent Virtual Circuit 
(PVC), which will save bandwidth associated with circuit establishment. One 
would be motivated to do so to enhance the system's communication. 

As to claim 10, Suzuki teaches the method of claim 9, wherein said 
determining comprises the step of ascertaining a VPIA/CI (Virtual Path 
IdentifierA/irtual Channel Identifier) pair for said communications (Column 9, lines 
9-23). 

As to claim 1 1 , Hughes and Kumar teach the method of claim 1 . 
Hughes and Kumar do not explicitly teach the claimed limitation of DHCP 
discover request. 

Suzuki teaches the claimed limitation of DHCP discover request (Column 
18, lines 1-6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Hughes and Kumar by adding Dynamic Host 
Configuration Protocol (DHCP) server, which will provide dynamic IP addressing 
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functionality. One would be motivated to do so to enhance the system's 
communication. 

As to claim 12, Hughes and Kumar teach the method of claim 1 . 

Hughes and Kumar do not explicitly teach the claimed limitation of DHCP 
offer message from a DHCP server. 

Suzuki teaches the claimed limitation of DHCP offer message from a 
DHCP server (Column 12, lines 8-1 1 ; Column 18, lines 1-6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Hughes and Kumar by adding Dynamic Host 
Configuration Protocol (DHCP) server, which will provide dynamic IP addressing 
functionality. One would be motivated to do so to enhance the system's 
communication. 

As to claim 13, Hughes and Kumar teach the method of claim 1 . 

Hughes and Kumar do not explicitly teach the claimed limitation of 
requesting DHCP request and receiving acknowledgement. 

Suzuki teaches the claimed limitation of requesting DHCP request and 
receiving acknowledgement (Column 12, lines 8-11; Column 18, lines 1-6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Hughes and Kumar by adding Dynamic Host 
Configuration Protocol (DHCP) server, which will provide dynamic IP addressing 
functionality. One would be motivated to do so to enhance the system's 
communication. 
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As to claim 21 , Hughes teaches the method of claim 1 1 , wherein a 
configuration table listing device identifiers, their associated users, and each 
user's basic configuration is stored in the server (Column 2, lines 54-65). 



Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the 

new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

• Keane et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,996,628) discloses Method and 
system for managing virtual addresses for virtual networks. 

• Ryu (U.S. Patent Number 6,697,852) discloses oneclick installation for 
client-server package. 

• Hada et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,665,713) discloses automatic 
configuration system. 

• Bell (U.S. Patent Number 6,678,721) discloses system and method for 
establishing point-to-multipoint DSL network. 
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• Ah Sue (U.S. Patent Number 6,993,048) discloses method for 
automatically configuring PVC. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

the examiner should be directed to Faruk Hamza whose telephone number is 
571-272-7969. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached at 571-272-4006. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll -free). 
Faruk Hamza 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unite 2155 
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